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PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTS 



UNITED STATES. 

Viruses, serums, and toxins purchased from licensed establishments 
by boards of health for distribution will, upon request of said 
boards, be examined for purity and potency in the Hygienic 
Laboratory. 

The following letter addressed to State boards of health November 
2, 1907, is herewith published for the information of State and 
municipal health officers: 

Sir : In accordance with the provisions of the law of July 1, 1902, 
governing the manufacture, barter, and sale in interstate traffic of 
vaccines, serums, and toxins, samples of these products are purchased 
in the open market from time to time for examination in the Hy- 
gienic Laboratory as to purity and potency. During the course of 
the year a large number of samples thus obtained are examined. 
It is known, however, that a great many of these products are pur- 
chased from licensed firms and distributed by State and municipal 
boards of health. In carrying out the intent of the law it is desir- 
able to examine the products of licensed establishments which are 
issued to boards of health as well as those which may be purchased 
in open market. The Bureau, therefore, through its Hygienic Labo- 
ratory, would be pleased to examine for your board any samples that 
you desire to forward for that purpose. 
Respectfully, 

Walter Wyman, Surgeon-General. 

[Reports to the Surgeon-General, Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service.] 

Reports from San Francisco, Gal.— Status of plague — Plague pre- 
vention work — Routine measures for plague-infected localities 
(circular). 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Blue reports: November 2. — Cases to 
date, 84; deaths, 54. 

He further reports plague-prevention work at San Francisco car- 
ried out during the week ended November 2 : 

Sick inspected 45 

Plague 2 

Dead inspected _ : 70 

Plague 4 

Premises inspected 7, 395 

Houses disinfected 44 

Houses destroyed 21 

Nuisances abated 607 

Rats found dead '- 725 

Rats trapped : 2, 706 

Bounty rats received 1,577 

Blocks covered with Danysz's virus 1 

Poisons placed 223, 739 
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